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Did you happen to see a large group of BMWõs 

going down the road Saturday August 13th with 

huge smiles on the driverõs faces?  They were 

headed to the 2nd annual Northwest BMW Mo-

torfest. 

 
The weatherman promised mid 80õs and sunshine, 

however those darn Oregon clouds didnõt burn 

off.  But that didnõt stop us.  We made our own 

sunshine.   

 
The day began with a tour of SW Washington 

lead by Trayson  Harmon, and Cory Piazzse.  

A good sized group of 30 to 40 BMW enthusiasts 

arrived at Matrix Integrated bright and early Sat-

urday morning ready to join the Northwest BMW 

Motorfest drive.  Matrix treated us to some 

breakfast snacks including muffins, pastries, fruit, 

juice and even some Starbucks.  This year, we 

tried something different and had two driving 

groups.  This afforded us the advantage of smaller 

drive groups and the ability to enjoy driving with 

the group that best met the driving character that 

the participants were looking for that day.  Since 

we were doing a loop, we sent one group clock-

wise and the other group counter-clockwise.   

The drives were great!  There was some 

good scenery and a couple stretches that 

had some dynamic twisties to be enjoyed as 

well.  Both groups decided to stop off at a 

scenic overlook that was at the half way 

point of the drive.  It was pretty foggy up top 

so there was no view of Mt Saint Helens, but 

imagine our surprise when we found out 

that each of us pulled into the same area for 

What are these funny looking square codes all over the newsletter? 

 Maybe youõve seen these strange looking boxes 

on products, in advertisements or magazines but 

what are they?  These are known as QR codes 

and while they are extremely versatile 

(they can contain over 7000 characters 

and can be read in any orientation, ) 

weõre using them in the newsletter to 

direct to you to additional content on 

our website.  For example, in the Mo-

torfest article, scanning the QR code  

will take you to a picture gallery of the 

event.   

 

So how do you scan a QR code?  If you have 

a smart phone, iPhone or Android phone 

you can download  a QR reader such as QR 

Reader for iPhone or QR Droid.  

Once the code is scanned and pro-

cessed, it takes you directly to the 

URL on your device, or shows you 

whatever else was encoded in the QR 

code.   
So give it a try and see the additional 

content on our site which we donõt 

have room to include in this newsletter.  

The QR code to the left will take you to our 

main web site. 

(Continued on pg. 4) 
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Sold out!  Those are good words to hear 

for an event organizer and for the partici-

pants of the Maryhill Loops Rally.  This 

year 20 participants were treated to an-

other weekend of automotive nirva-

na.  We started off with a simple formu-

la:  Eat/Drive/Eat/Drive.  It worked great 

and we were able to have even more driv-

ing through a hand picked "best of" selec-

tion of twisty roads, 282 miles to be ex-

act.  The weather did not disappoint and 

neither did the roads or our trusty Ulti-

mate Driving Machines.   

 

We stayed in the Dalles this year, and my 

only regret was trusting the front desk 

clerk at the Shilo for a recommendation on 

what was the "best brew pub" in town.  I 

think that "brew pub" was a stretch when 

we walked into basically a local tav-
ern.  And imagine our surprise as the 

evening progressed and the locals belted 

out their favorite country anthems with all 

the small town passion I've ever 

heard!  While not exactly the dinner I had 

in mind for us, butit was 100% memora-

ble!   

 

Of course, with this event, Sunday is what 

it's all about--The Maryhill Loops 

Road.  Once again, the Oregon BMW 

CCA owned the 25 corners that ascended 

up that hillside with only the windmills to 

keep us company.  Engines roared, exhaust 

notes sang, and tires reached down to grab 

the canvas as our group of amazing cars 

painted their way up the road.  Honestly, if 

I were to measure the success of an event 

by the excitement and satisfaction of the 

drivers, then I could have easily quit after 

the first run.  Drivers were all but jumping 

out of their cars to share their excitement 

about the few minutes they just spent in 

their cars.   
 

Weekends like this are why I am proud to 

serve the Oregon Chapter of the BMW 

CCA.  I couldn't think of a better way to  

The Allure of the Automobile & Cars in the Park  

Through connections with the BMW CCA 

Oregon Chapter, our members had a 

fantastic opportunity to participate in the 

Portland Art Museum Allure of the Auto-

mobile event!  The exhibit includes 16 

extremely rare and beautiful cars, ones 

that highlight the concept of òart on 

wheelsó. The cars were designed and built 

from the mid-30õs to mid-50õs.  One ex-

ample is a 1957 Jaguar XK-SS Roadster 

once owned by Steve McQueen. 

 
Every Saturday during the summer, a dif-

ferent Cars in the Park event is staged in 

the Park Blocks around the museum.  July 

23rd was BMW and Mercedes day, and our 

group had 43 cars participating. 

 
Not only did our members get to park 

their car in the event, but they also heard 

a lecture that covered each of the 16 cars 

displayed inside the museum, and then 

were allowed inside the exhibit for a pri-

vate tour.   

 
We had an excellent collection of BMWõs 

in the Park Blocks for the hundreds of 

spectators to enjoy.  On display in the 

featured are area was Keith Martinõs 1958 

Isetta, Ted Davisõ 1968 1600 GT GLAS, 

Mike OõHaraõs 1967 2000C GLAS, Tom 

Andersonõs 1982 orange M1, and in the 

center was Brown Maloneyõs 1958 507, 

one of the most revered BMWõs ever 

made!  We had such a great time meeting 

fellow owners, talking with the spectators, 

interacting with the Mercedes group, and 

having a once-in-a-lifetime experience 

being part of such a classy and exclusive 

event as this one.  At the end of the day, 

everyone had a big smile as they drove out 

of the exhibit area and headed home.  

Many members have commented about 

how it was the best car event they had 

ever attended. 

 
This collection of cars will never come 

together again.  Will the museum have 

another automobile art exhibit?  This 

event is a huge success for them.  If they 

decide to have another exhibit, we will 

enthusiastically support it.  We shall see. 

 

Brian Cone 

BMW CCA  

Oregon Chapter 

President 

Scan for more pictures or go to 

òPast Tour & Event Reportsó 

under òClub News & Eventsó on 

www.bmworegoncca.com 
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Click òClub Gearó on www.bmworegoncca.com 

come together as a group of enthusiasts 

and share our automotive passions to-

gether.  There are a handful of us that live 

for moments where we can focus on 

nothing else but to drive our cars.  And 

those of us that are wired that way just 

"get it".  All that time, gas, money, and 

travel just to spend a weekend driv-

ing?  An enthusiastic, "YES PLEASE!" will 

always be the answer of those that like 

myself live to drive.  For most people, 

getting into a machine with four wheels is 

simply a way to move your body efficient-

ly from point A to point B.  But on that 

last weekend in July, we used those same 

four wheels on our Ultimate Driving Ma-

chines as way to move 

our souls.  
 
Trayson Harmon 

BMW CCA  

Oregon Chapter Treasurer 

 

Maryhill (cont.) 

Scan for more pictures or go to òPast Tour & Event 

Reportsó under òClub News & Eventsó on 

www.bmworegoncca.com 
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